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rHE ALPINE JouRNAL. In closing this volume of the JouRNAL, the 
Editor wishes to express the gratitude of the Alpine Club and of him
self personally to all who have helped so generously in the production 
of this volume during difficult times, and in particular to Mr. Oughton, 
Assistant Secretary, whose continued presence at the Club and ready 
welcome is a source of perpetual pleasure to our members. 

The Committee have decided that the work of printing the next 
volume of the JOURNAL shall be entrusted to The Cloister Press, 
Manchester. We take this occasion to put on record our appreciation 
and thanks to Messrs. Spottiswoode, Ballantyne & Co. Ltd., Printers, 
whose firm has been connected with this Club since the days of Peaks, 
Passes and Glaciers, for their constant and valued services. 

THE LATE SIR FRANCIS YouNGHUSBAND. It is with regret that we 
report the death of this distinguished soldier and explorer, who became 
an Honorary Member of this Club in 1905. We hope to publish a full 
In Memoriam notice in our next issue. · 

OBITUARY. Switzerland and the mountain world have suffered two 
grievous losses in the deaths of MM. Albert Gos and Louis Kurz. 
M. Albert Gos, father of our Honorary Member M. Charles Gos, was 
born at Geneva on April 7, I 8 52. He was first trained as a violinist, 
but soon devoted himself to painting, and while doing his military 
service at Thun he resolved that he would make mountains his special 
subject. His work at Lausanne brought him the friendship of Emile 
Javelle and Eugene Rambert. Success came early to him, and he 
exhibited paintings at the Paris Salon in 1876 and at the Royal Academy 
in 188o, after which his work became known throughout all countries 
of western Europe. In 1910 the Luxembourg Museum in Paris 
purchased his ' Breithorn from Zermatt' and from 1926 to 1930 he 
exhibited in the United States with extraordinary success. A full 
notice of his work appears in Die Alpen, vol. VIII, 1932, pp. 197-200. 
The review of his book, published this summer, which appears in our 
present issue, is a fitting memorial to a great artist and lover of 

• mountains. 
M. Louis Kurz, father of our member M. Marcel Kurz, was born 
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at Neuchatel on January I2, I854· He was one of the earliest members 
of the Neuchatel Section of the S.A.C., acting as its librarian for sixteen 
years. Joining the Central Committee of the S.A.C. in I895, he 
became prepose of S.A. C. huts, and in recognition of his services he 
was made Honorary Member of the S.A.C. in I9IO and of his own 
Section on the occasion of its fiftieth birthday in I 926. His main 
Alpine activities were in the Mont Blanc range, including among first 
ascents the Grand Clocher de Planereuse, Grande Luis, Grand Darrei, 
Aiguille de la Neuvaz and the highest point of the Aiguilles Rouges 
du Dolent. His last big ascent was of the Grand Combin, at the age 
of sixty-five. He is also well known for his association with MM. 
Imfeld and Barbey iJ;l the I : 5o,ooo map of the Mont Blanc chain. 

We have further to record the deaths of four guides, Hippolyte Rodier 
of La Berarde, who perished from a fall into a crevasse at the foot of 
La Meije, J osef Bonetti of Andermatt, Jean Bonini, guide to His 
Holiness Pope Pius XI in the days when he was Cardinal, and of 
Melchior Kohler, for many years guide chef of the Oberhasli. 

A HAPPY CoRRIGENDUM. On p. 266 of this volume it is stated that 
Otto Furrer, the Zermatt guide, perished in an avalanche. We have 
great pleasure in recording now that this statement was incorrect. 
'Il se porte a merveille,' writes our member M. de Bruyn, 'and was 
greatly amused when I read him your information.' We offer our 
apology to Otto Furrer and wish him long continued health . 

. 

EXPEDITIONS. We have received news of the following ex
peditions :-

On October 10, I94I, Herren Hiirlimann and Honegger climbed the 
icy N.W. face of Piz Palii. The details given in the newspaper report 
are obscure. During this summer, the Gamchi face of the Morgen:
horn 1 was ascended by Herren Thomann and Missland of Spiez. 
The ascent took I 8 hours from the Gspaltenhorn hut in doubtful 
weather and with danger from stonefall. On July 2I of this year the 
E. faces of the Dom and the Taschhorn were climbed by Dr. Miescher 
and his son with Heinrich Supersaxo and by Herr Alfred Ziircher 
with Josef Knubel and Hermann Lochmatter respectively. On July I6 
~err Hermann Salvisberg with Adolf Rubi traversed the northern 
glacier slopes below the J ungfrau from the Rotbrett hut to the 
Jungfraujoch, following mainly the route indicated in Fahrni's 
sketch (A.J. 45, facing p. 62), traversing from the route marked 3. to 
the upper Giessen Glacier. In September two successive parties, 
Lieut. Hollinger and a companion .with Heinrich Zurbriggen, and 
Herren Bischhauser and Tschabold, traversed all the peaks from 
Diirrenhorn southward to Allalinhorn, each party in the course of one 
day. The S. face of Pie Tyndall was climbed by Prof. A. Deffeves, 
led by Luigi Carrel. Dr. Amstutz has climbed the Lauteraarhorn from 
the Schrecksattel, continuing the traverse of main ridges with Mittellegi, 

1 See A.J. 47· 147, with illustration facing 145 ; also 377 loc. cit. 
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E. ridge of J ungfrau and Rotbrettgrat. The J ungfrau E. ridge has 
been traversed several times this year. 

NEw HuTs. It has been decided to build two large huts with Ioo
I50 bunks in the Mont Blanc range, both for summer climbing and 
for spring ski-ing, one near the site of the present Grands Mulets hut, 
the other at 26oo m., at some distance up the Trelatete Glacier. 

The St. Gervais Section of the C.A.F. is to build a new hut at Plan 
Glacier, on the right moraine of the Glacier de Miage fran9ais, to 
facilitate the ascents of Aiguille du Tricot, Aiguille de Bionnassay and 
Dome de Miage. 

A HIGH ALPINE CHAPEL. It is reported that a chapel is to be built 
high up on Monte Cevedale. The foundation stone was blessed by 
Mgr. Ferrari, Archbishop of Trent. The exact locality is not stated, 

· but the height is given as 3353 metres. 

A CENTENARY. The St. Maurice Section of the S.A.C. has placed 
a cro~s on the Cime de l'Est of the Dents du Midi, in memory of the 
firs1: ascent 100 years ago by Canon Bruchon, vicar of Salvan. 

FROM ALASKA. Messrs. Henry S. Hall, Waiter Wood and party 
have climbed Mt. McKinley. A party of seven reached the summit. 
The expedition was made for the purpose of testing military moun
taineering equipment. One member of the party was taken very ill 
at 15,ooo ft. but recovered subsequently. 

Mr. Hall with the Munday party has also climbed Queen Bess in 
the Coast Range, B.C. 

LANGDALE MEET, 1942. About a dozen members gathered .at the 
Dungeon Ghyll Hotel during the week end of September zo. Those 
present were: Major L. W. Bird, Mr~ ]. 0. Walker, Dr. N. S. Finzi, 
Dr. C. B. M. Warren, Mr. and Mrs. C. G. Markbreiter, Mr. and 
Mrs. R. P. Mears, and Messrs. G. A. Dummett, J. E. Grosvenor, 
Henry Booth and Bryan Donkin. , 

The weather was mostly very wet and squally with high winds and 
many showers of rain and hail. The company made many long fell 
walks, but because of the bad weather not much climbing was done. 
However, on Friday, September 25, the weather improved and a sunny 
start to the day encouraged seven members to tackle a variety of routes 
on Gimmer Crag. These were all successfully accomplished, and the 
party returned with the feeling of having had one really worth while day 
in a week of indifferent to bad weather. 

The party received greetings from Sir William Ell is and Prof. H . W. 
Turnbull, who regretted bejng unable to attend. 

By the week end of September 27 members had m ostly departed to 
return to their work or to continue their holiday elsewhere. Our 
enjoyment of the meet was due in no small measure to the genial 

I 
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hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Bulman, who in spite of almost entire 
absence of staff contrive with the help of their guests to carry on their 
hotel to the great comfort and enjoyment of their many mountaineering 
friends. We wish them every success. 

BRYAN DoNKIN. 

D oM, 4554 m. 14,942 ft. By E. face. August 14, 1942. Mme. M. 
Deferr and M. M. Tischhauser, vvith Josef Imseng. 

From a bivouac at 36oo m., just to the right, N., of a sheer precipice 
below the summit of the mountain, the party forced a new and very 
difficult variation to the right, N. of the usual line taken. · Following 
a direct ascent, the party traversed a couloir, whence they clambered 
up and followed a very long and difficult rock rib abutting on the main 
Dom-Lenzspitze arete at a gendarme immediately N. of the former 
summit. The top of the Dom was attained at 16.oo, or 10 hours from 
the bivouac. The last 500 metres required 7 hours. 

To celebrate my 65th birthday I have made a solitary ascent of the 
Weissmies by the Zwischbergen. 

There has never been so little snow on the mountains this winter, 
or so much in the plains and valleys. 

I think so tnuch of you all. 
E. R. BLANCHET. 

DISFIGUREMENT OF THE Swiss CouNTRYSIDE. The State Council of 
the Valais has. taken steps to check the spread of zinc roofing, forbidding 
the use of zinc henceforth for purposes of roofing and ordering that all 
zinc roofs at present in existence shall be treated with grey or brown 
paint. Canton Valais has thus taken the lead in checking what was 
rapidly becoming a serious disfigurement of the landscape. Our 
readers may recall that on p. 172 of this volume reference was made to 
a protest from M. Charles Gos, published last year in the Gazette 
de Lausanne, against this vandalism. We congr~tulate him on the 
success of his protest. 

GIFTS OF AMBULANCES. We are glad to record that the ambulances 
presented by American members of this Club in honour of Capt. 
Farrar and by the American Alpine Club in honour of Major N. E. 
Streatfeild reached their appointed destinations last year. We note 
also with gratitude the hospitality shown by the American Alpine Club 
towards members of the R<?yal Air Force during their passage through 
New· York. 

SAUSSURE PAPERS. We are interested to learn that Mlle C. E. Engel 
has, through the courtesy of Saussure's descendants, obtained access 
to his papers and family documents. We hope that her researches 
may throw fresh light on this classic figure of early days: 

M . }ACQUES DE LEPINEY. We regret to learn of the death, at the 
age of forty-five, of this well known French climber while at work in 

' 
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a climbing school in Morocco. Many of his exploits on the Chamonix 
Aiguilles will be familiar to our readers. 

FROM SouTH AMERICA. It is reported by the Gazette de Lausanne 
that Pere Alberta De Agostini, a Swiss missionary, has ascended the 
highest peak (ea. 3 6oo m.) of the St. Lawrence massif in the Patagonian 
Cordillera. During the previous five years he had been studying this 
glacier-covered group. 

A HuT ON THE AIGUILLE DU MIDI. We learn that in anticipation of 
the opening of a teleferique to this Aiguille, a hut has been constructed 
at a height of 3650 m. It was opened on August IS of this year and 
bears the name Refuge Alphonse Simond, in honour of the chasseur · 
alpin who died in June I940 from exposure while on duty at this post .. 
The ceremony was conducted by M. Edouard Frendo. 

GRANDES }ORASSES, E. FACE. This face, which overlooks the 
Frebouzie Glacier, was climbed during this summer by Signori 
Gervasutti and Gagliardone. From details published, it appears that 
the lower part of the wall was quickly ascended ; then difficulties 
increased, and seven hours were spent over 400 ft. They were be
nighted I 00 ft. below the summit. The last I 00 ft. proved very 
difficult, and took the party z! hours to climb the next morning. 

THE MouNTAIN CLuB OF SouTH AFRICA. Mr. N. E. OdeU writes. 
concerning his visit to the Mountain Club of South Africa : 

An invitation at 24 hours' notice to address the Mountain Club 
on the subject of Everest resulted in a cordial reception from a large~ 
enthusiastic and most indulgent audience. I took the opportunity of 
conveying the good wishes of the Alpine Club to the assembly, and 
by the President, Prof. R. H. Compton, and the Vice-Presidentt 
Mr. W. C. West, A. C.,. my Chairman, I was asked to be the bearer of 
cordial greetings to the Alpine Club. The graceful dedication of 
a number of the ALPINE JOURNAL to the Mountain Club has been 
especially appreciated by the latter, while all were charmed by our 
President's Jubilee Message to the Mountain Club, which has been 
published in the Jubilee number of their Journal, alongside a most 
stimulating message from Field-Marshal Smuts (our esteemed and 
their still very active Honorary Member), as well as one from the 
Governor General. 

Earlier in the day of my visit to the Mountain Club I had been 
given a really grand time on Table Mountain by Mr. W. C. West. 
During a beautiful sunny spell of South Mrican ' winter ' I was taken 
up the Mountain by the Kloof Corner Pinnacle route a delightful 
2500 ft. climb on superb quartzite, and from the top, and particularly 
the culminating point at Maclear's Beacon, 3549 ft., I had an unforget
able view inland towards the deep purple Cape Ranges, and seaward 
ove.r the vast stretches of the Southern Ocean. A pleasant walk 
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through bush and woods eventually brought us to the Club hut above 
Kasteels Poort, and thence I was conducted at breakneck speed down 
to the Pipe Track, which led us to the car at Kloof Nek and so just in 
time for the Club meeting. 

It \Vas pleasant to hear of the enthusiasm of two recent visitors to 
Cape Town from among our own members and their praise of Table 
Mountain climbing, viz. Lord Malcolm Douglas-Hamilton and Mr. 
D. L. Busk. Lord Malcolm, who also is now home again, agrees with . 
me that Cape Town is greatly blessed above many places in having 
such a playground as Table Mountain virtually on the doorstep. 
The number of classified climbs of all shades of difficulty on the Cape 
Town face alone, and exclusive of those on other extensive faces of the 
mountain, amounting to some 57 at the present time, will give an idea 
of the rich inheritance of our sister Club ; and may she and her own 
young active sister, the Cape Province (Coloured) Mountain Club, 
founded in I93 I, long continue in health and strength to enjoy this 
inheritance ! 

I cannot but take this opportunity of expressing how much we, 
who by the fate of war have unexpectedly paid our first visits to Cape 
Town and Durban, en route to India, the Middle East or elsewhere, 
have admired and greatly appreciated the lavish hospitality showered 
upon us by their citizens. Thousands upon thousands of members 
of the Forces from every convoy calling at these ports have received 
such hospitality and so warm a welcome that they will never forget. 
Indeed, the hope will long remain in many of us to pay another visit to 
that friendly and sunny land as soon as world conditions permit ; and 
there will no doubt be more than one of us who will wish to extend 
his knowledge to other ranges 9f the interior such as the Drakensberg 
Mountains, which in my own case on the outward voyage at Durban 
were tantalisingly near, yet from the time available too far off for a visit. 
However, I was able to reach the beautiful rolling country of the foothills 
in the Valley of the Thousand Hills ; and moreover within a month, 
when stationed for a time at Roorkee, U.P., with Ben.gal Sappers and 
Miners, I had the gratification of gazing once more upon the Garhwal 
Himalaya and my old friend Nand a Devi, I 28 miles distant. The war 
fortunately does now and then provide something in the way of un-
expected compensations. · 

THE FRIENDSHIP OF GuiDES. Mr. A. P. Harper writes: 
Lawrence Pilkington, in his article (A.J. 53· 141), records the fact 

that the guides were always friendly to their guideless party. This is 
well corroborated by an incident to me in I8gz. 

George Broke and I decided to do some guideless work starting at 
Zermatt. Newmarch was to be our third, but had not arrived, so we 
took a beginner with us,. and decided to run a quite simple trial trip. 
Left Zermatt, traversed the Tete Blanche to Ferpecle, returned up 
Ferpecle Glacier and ' doubled '.the Col du Grand Cornier and Col de 
Zinal. 

• 
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The descent from the Col de Zinal was in a dangerous condition 
from falling stones off the Dent Blanche ; as leader of the party I could 
see only one safe way to take it, and Broke agreed the stones seemed to 
be coming down in volleys, with short intervals between each fall. It 
looked dangerous for a roped party of three to try and cross to a 
sheltered shelf, between the volleys. We unroped and when a chance 
came, first one and then another climbed quickly over the exposed gap 
across to the shelf. ·From this shelf we could descend into the schrund · 
at the bottom of the cliff in safety, and have a spell there. We had 
then to run the gauntlet across some so or 100 yards of snow honey
combed with holes, before getting out of range. 

Next morning at Zermatt, Broke, who seemed to be able to speak 
every language iriEurope, was telling a group of guides about our trip. 
A pretty hot argument seemed to be going on, and at last one man 
went away while the others stayed. I asked Broke what it was all 
about, and he said, ' They won't believe that -vve've done it and say that 
the Col de Zinal has only been done two or three times because it's 
dangerous.' 

Presently the fellow who had gone away returned with an old guide 
who had crossed the pass. He questioned Broke as to what we had 
done. He asked who led the party, and Broke pointed to me. The 
old fellow then went away, asking us to await his return, and came 
back with one of those skin wine bags I think they were called ' black 
cats.' He took off his hat and made a little speech and gave me the 
wine bag. Broke interpreted the little speech for like most New 
Zealanders I'm a duffer at languages and it appeared that he had 
complimented me for recognising the best way to tackle the descent 
under those conditions, and asked me to accept his little gift as · from 
a fellow guide. I still have it hanging in my hall and treasure it. 
Incidentally, Broke was envious because he had often tried to buy one 
of these bags, but never found anyone willing to part ! 

I wonder how many members remember old J ost, the factotum at 
the old Monte Rosa in the late 8o's and early go's ? One of those 
priceless personalities so seldom met with in these days. He per
sistently refused to be photographed, so Brant and I laid a trap for him 
and I got two fairly good shots. One shows him with Brant quite 
unconscious of the presence of a camera the other shows Brant 
triumphantly pointing it out to poor old J ost, who was very much 
disgusted. 

I hope these reminiscences don't worry you. But the truth is that 
I am for the moment at a loose end, and looking out for some active 
war work, also I have reached my anecdotage and can't resist passing 
on any yarn which I think may interest someone. 

EvEREST AND A PosT-MONSOON ATTEMPT. Mr. N. E. Odell writes : 
Since I made the comments on Himalayan weather and the question 

of a post-monsoon attempt on Everest, which were published as an 
appendix to Major John Hunt's paper in A.J. 53· 194, I have had the 
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advantage, while in India, of a talk with Dr. C. W. B. Normand, 
Director of the Meteorological Department, at Poona. 

Dr. Normand has pointed out that while progress in forecasting is 
slowly, but only very slowly, being made, it is not as yet safe to indulge 
in any long range prediction of the monsoon. This may be said to 
apply particularly to the claim of Dr. Sen referred to that, with suc.h 
information of the monsoon ' front ' as is at present available, it should 
be possible by February of any year to foresee any exceptional accelera
tion or retardation of the normal advance of the rains of the same year. 
In official circles, I understand: this is considered to be too optimistic. 

·The trouble is that not enough upper air observations (by pilot 
balloon) have as yet been made over the Indian plains, let alone 
the Himalaya, to ascertain the real nature of the incidence, in space 
and time, of the monsoon front as it advances upon the northern 

• mountatns. 
When in the post-war period Himalayan expeditions are resumed, 

a great deal of useful data about the amount of snow on Everest in 
autumn could be obtained from viewpoints on the peaks of northern 
Sikkim. If mountaineers visiting Lhonak, for instance, from many 
of ·whose peaks the N. fa~e of Everest is clearly visible, would note on 
as many days as possible whether that face is black or white, the Indian 
Meteorological Department would gladly cooperate in trying to cor
relate the occurrences and duration of sno\v with the \Veather and the 
upper winds. At present there seem to be no details of the earliest 
dates by which the N. face of the mountain becomes black and clear 
of sno\v after the monsoon. The change from a white to a black 
mountain is probably also the change fr'om summer to winter winds. 
But we do not yet know the weather conditions in the calm spell· after 
the commencement of the winter winds, and in Dr. Normand's view, 
they may be cloudy and still snowy. 

I still remain, however, something of an optimist, at any rate in 
regard to the ultimate paragraph of my appendix to Major Hunt's 
paper! 

CoNDITIONS IN SwiTZERLAND. We have received the following letter 
from our member M. I. de Bruyn, of Spiez, dated August 26, 1942. 

Valais had a dry year. Very little rain ·from November until July 
and only eighteen inches of snow this winter. The result was very 
few flo\vers, small crops, burnt meadows and dirty, strongly retrograded 
glaciers. The snovvfield under the Britannia hut is now a glacier full 
of crevasses and the path to the hut is indicated by red marks and flags. 

The weather in July and August was uncertain, good for walks, 
\Vith two good weeks for climbing. Zermatt and Saas Fee were full of 
people, though not so crowded as last year, many of them aiming at 
better meals than they could get at home in the lo\vlands. 

On two successive days in July we had snow in the street at Zermatt. 
The next day \Ve went to the Hornli where there was a foot of snow. 
A perfect day, and we never saw the mountains so beautiful the 
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Taschhorn white from top to bottom and the ridge from Dent Blanche 
to Mettelhorn sugared with snow as never before. 

The new Riffelberg hotel was a tremendous success this winter and 
·spring, so that the Seilers have decided to equip the Riffelalp for winter 
use. Gossip at Zermatt estimates the cost at a million francs, and 
J oseph Seiler, Alexander's son, will be manager. There are also plans 
for a ski lift from Beausite, which the Seilers have sold and which was 
open again this summer, to Tufteren. A German, who has a summer 
house in the village, is reported to have pres.ented the iron poles . 

• 

In Saas Fee there are no changes, only the Plattje has been renovated. 
The little hotel at the Lange Fluh did a tremendous business and 
dozens of people climbed the Allalin and Alphubel from these. The 
guides like that station as they can be back at the hotel about midday 
and then solicit trips to the Britannia hut with people 'vho have come 
up from Saas Fee in the morning. 

May I add a few good words for Grimentz where the hotel, with its 
beautiful flower garden and its old furniture, provides excellent food, 
even this summer. The climate there is less-dry than in Zermatt and 
in Saas Fee, so that when we visited it at the end of June the flowers 
left nothing to be desired. Exploring the valleys above the Bendolla, 
Marais and Tracui also is an exquisite pleasure for those who don't 
want to go above the 3000 metre contour or want some training before 
attacking the big mountains. 

• 

FROIVI INDIA. Major T. S. Blakeney 'vrites : 
• 

You may be interested to hear that I recently met in the Kagan valley 
our distinguished Honorary Member, Sir Aurel Stein, setting out, 
though 8o years of age, on a fresh expedition. He was taking a survey 
party into little visited tribal areas which represented to him one of the 
few parts of the territory adjacent to the river Indus that was unknown 
to him. 

He would have to expect snow and only rough trac~s, and heights 
running up over I 7, ooo feet, so it was no small effort. 

A further item: on July 7, 1942, there was unveiled in Abbottabad 
Church a memorial tablet to the late General Bruce. The inscription 
runs:-

To the Memory of 
Brigadier-General the Hon. Charles Granville Bruce, C.B., M.V.O., 

Born 1866 Died 1939. 

This tablet is erected by the Officers of both 
Regiments with whom he served as a mark of their respect 

for him as a soldier, their admiration for hin1 as a 
mountaineer and their affection for him as a man. 

The badges of the two Regiments concerned, the 5th Royal Gurkha 
and the 6th Gurkha Rifles, are stamped on the tablet in the two top 
corners. The unveiling v1as done by the Commandant of the 

• 
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School of Frontier Warfare, supported by the C.O.'s of the 5th and 
6th Gurkhas. 

I lately had a short trip in the mountains, but dysentery and bad 
weather robbed me sadly ; a couple of vantage points about 12,8oo ft. 
and one I s,ooo were the sole bag, and all of the mildest nature. 

FROM KASHGAR. Mr. E. E. Shipton writes : 

In September I 941 I took a holiday and went to a place called 
Bostar Terik in the mountains west of ~ashgar. I took ·a Sherpa with me 
and we put in a strenuous time in perfect weather. The climbing was 
firstrate the best I've had for ten years and the peaks were just the 
right size for enjoyment (19,ooo ft.) and the rock was as good as any
thing in the Alps. Many of the peaks were too difficult to cope with 
on a single rather short visit, though none would be too long to do 
from a camp below the glaciers a perfect Alpine scale in fact. We 
finished up with a really hectic day which extended us beyond our 
rational standard. What an infinity of perfect mountain country there 
is still to be found in this part of the world, easily accessible, easy to 
live in, soft and very lovely . 

During most of the winter the air is misty, but most of the rest of 
the year the great peaks to the S. and S.\iV. are clear, and the lower 
v1estern end of the Tien Shan to the N. There are some low hills 
about 8 miles to the N. of here which are excellent for walking and 
scrambling, and the views from them are glorious. 

FROM THE WESTERN DESERT. Major J. Wailer, IVI.C., writes : 

There don't seem to be many opportunities for making expeditions 
or even climbing rocks these days. The desert is a horribly flat place, 
and escarpments are only a weariness to the soul ; they never provide 
any scrambling. Before I went to Tobruk last summer I was lucky 
enough to fall in ·with Colonel Bagnold in Cairo who took another 
fellow and myself scrambling in some hills to the east of Cairo, but 
I have forgotten their names. It was amusing and a ne\v sort of sport 
t() me, because half the pitches were inside the hill. We started climbing 
after lunch in midsummer up the outside face ; it was hot ! We then 
dived inside the mountain, into . chambers from which the blocks to 
make the Pyramids were cut so Colonel Bagnold said. The next 
pitch was up a shaft inside. It \vas very cold after the sunlight. 
A squadron of bats dive-attacked us at a prodigious pace, but no hi~s 
'vere scored. None of the climbing was difficult ; but it was great fun, 
and gave a fine thirst. 

Tobruk did not look at all hopeful from the climbing point of view. 
Hovvever, in the course of exploring new bathing beaches we found the 
only climb in Tobruk. I did it, most unwisely, clad only in shorts 
and gymshoes, and took most of the skin off myself. I might have 
got some climbing at Apollonia, near Cyrene, where there are some 
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cliffs several hundred feet high and decidedly sheer ; but unfortunately 
I spent my time in bed vvith pneumonia and jaundice, and never tried 
them. 

The last copy of the A.J. arrived in the middle of somewhat active 
operations, and was much appreciated. Unfortunately I only had 
time to look at the photos, which reminded me that there must still 
be mountains somewhere, befor~ I lost the JouRNAL during a hasty 
move. Some confounded Jerry IS probably reading it now. 

This present . ' Expedition ' has been longer and more tiring than 
anything I tried in the Karakoram ; it has been more boring much of 
the time, more frightening once or twice. But what has struck me is that 
climbing mountains makes excellent training for war. This is probably 
not an original thought ; but expedition experience undoubtedly gives 
one a flying start in making one's men and oneself comfortable under 
campaigning conditions, teaches selfreliance and leadership ; and the 
organising experience one gets in planning a climbing expedition in 
an undeveloped country helps a whole lot when it comes to organisation 
in battle. 

It makes me think that now that the horse has gone, the Army, in the 
next peace, would be wise to encourage officers to climb mountains as 
part of their training for war. 

• April 22, I 942 . 

THE ACCIDENT ON GREAT GABLE 

WE have received the following account of the distressing accident 
which led to the death of Mr. G. R. Speaker. We express the most 
heartfelt sympathy of all members of the Alpine Club towards the 
widow of this distinguished mountaineer. 

Mr. Speaker was staying at the Wastwater Hotel a few days before 
the Alpine Club meet, and on Sunday, September 20, he was on his 
way to Langdale to join the meet when he met two naval officers, who 
had not done much climbing before. He told them that he was not 
feeling up to his usual form, but offered to take them up the Eagle's 
Nest, West Chimney, on Great Gable. 

About 7 5 ft. from the start of the climb there is a chimney pitch, 
which has to be straddled with the feet, and then an upward reach 
gives a handhold by which you land out of the chimney on to a sloping 
slab on the right-hand side. It was in reaching up for this handhold 
that the accident occurred. It seems that he must have had a sudden 
' black-out,' for he fell backwards and outwards and landed on his 
head, which jammed in a cleft of rock between the second and third 
man. He was climbing roped and all . the proper precautions and 
belays were taken. He was instantly unconscious and died about 
five minutes later. .A. stretcher was fetched from Sty Head and he 
was carried down to Wasdale Head . 

• 
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G. R. SPEAKER 
• 

September 24, 1942 

S IX of those attending the Langdale meet set out on a clear autumn 
morning from the Dungeon Ghyll Hotel and, after passing through 
clouds on Esk Hause, dropped slowly down past Sty Head Tarn, and 
thence round the rocky corner, where all at once the whole of W asdale 
is magically revealed. There we were joined by some Fell and Rock 
members carrying sprigs of mountain ash with clusters of bright red 
berries. p 

In front of the Wastwater Hotel there were gathered a dozen or so 
mountaineers in worn and patched hill clothes, drawn from all parts 
of th~ Lakes and from many clubs. The sun shone strongly and 
a fresh wind blew gently down from Great Gable as we followed the 
six young men of W asdale who bore the coffin through the fields 
to the tiny churchyard ·behind the sheltering ring of yews. 

The simple service over, we stood silently by whilst the coffin, on 
which lay his rope and his boots and a few sprigs of rowan berries, was 
lowered into the rocky ground on the Great Gable side of the church. 
The wind sighed in the yews and the sun was warm and friendly. 

Round the door of the Wastwater Hotel groups of climbers exchanged 
memories of Speaker, the man and the mountaineer, to whom old 
and young alike went for information and advice on all mountaineering 
matters and came away not only with what they wanted, but also with 
~he sure feeling that Speaker was their close personal friend. · 

The sun went out and the sky darkened as we slogged steadily up 
the stony Sty Head track, the storm broke and the hail hissed down, 
filling the valley with sweeping grey veils blurring the stark outlines 
of the fells. As quickly the sun returned, and at the magic corner we 
took one lingering look down the now smiling sun-filled valley with 
the shimmering sea beyond, and steeled ourselves to go on onwards 
with those ideals of mountaineering skill and fellowship which Speaker 
held to be of the essence of life. 

BRYAN DONKIN. 

REVIEWS 
Souvenirs d'un Peintre de Montagne. By Albert Gos. Pp. xiv, 188. Librairie 

et Edition J. H. Jeheber, Geneve, 1942. 

' AIMER sentir sa voir s' exprimer ; voila 1' Art clans toute sa force.' 
This is what Albert Gos wrote on one of the walls of his studio in 
Geneva, perched five stories up between the blue expanse of lake 
below and sky above. 

If the words are true, the artistic merit of his book of reminiscences 
is undeniable. For in it we have a selection of pictures from the well 
stocked memory of a man with a passion for mountains, who is 
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